Addiction, alcoholism, and anesthesia.
The two major groups of drug abusers are hard drug addicts and alcoholics. Pulmonary disease and hepatic dysfunction are common in both groups. Choice of anesthetic agents for drug abusers centers around associated illnesses and their severity. The alcoholic often needs vitamin therapy and sedation, but attempting to change drug habits in the face of an acute illness is dangerous. An organized plan of approach is more important than choice of therapeutic agent.